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Derryveagh Mountains LCA contains many iconic images and unique landscapes that are 

instantly recognizable and have a strong association with the Donegal image.  The 

Derryveagh mountains dominate this LCA; a chain colloquially known as the ‘Seven 

Sisters’ extends from Mount Errigal, the highest mountain in Donegal, northeast towards 

Mouckish Mountain.  The Glendowan Mountain range to the south is separated by a long 

river valley following the Gweebarra fault line and via Owenrea River, river Barra and 

Lough Beagh.  Glenveagh castle sits on the southern shore of Lough Beagh and forms 

the foci of Glenveagh National park that 

extends to almost 170km2. 
 

The Gweebarra fault runs along a northeast-

soutwest axis through the area with the 

Derryveagh Mountains on the upper side and 

Glendowan Mountains on the lower side of the 

river valley of Lough Beagh.  

Within the north of this lca, the broad flat 

bogland river valley of the Calaber River sits 

between Muckish mountain to the north and 

the rest of the Derryveagh mountains to the 

south, large areas of bog on the lower areas have been ‘cut’ whilst the higher lands to 

the north are swathed in coniferous forestry plantations at varying stages of growth.  

The R251 runs south west along this valley towards Dunlewey, past Dunlewy Lough, 

Lough Nacung Upper and onwards to Bloody Foreland. 

The Poison Glen is another iconic still landscape within the County. It extends north west 

from the Derrveagh Mountains, centred around Lough Nanctung. Small areas of riverine 

agriculture here and throughout the LCA, are peppered with isolated one off rural 

dwellings; stone wallsteads and boundary walls are a particular feature within the 

southwest. 
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Intervisibility within, inward and outward is an important consideration within this LCA as 

the vista of many of the long term views from this area extends out over the county; 

equally this mountainous area forms a backdrop to many of the views from adjoining 

nearby LCAs, informing their character and sense of place; Mount Errigal and Muckish in 

particular are visible for miles around. 

Landscape Character types 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• The entire area has and underlying granite geology save a band of quartzite and 

schists in the north east; there are many areas of exposed rock on higher grounds,  

of particular note is the quartzite, scree covered Mount Errigal 

• Gweebarra fault defines the landscape at Glenveagh and Lough Beagh  

• Bogland is the primary and dominant landcover in this landscape characterized by 

mountains, Loughs and Glens.   

• Geometric coniferous plantations are an alien feature in this landscape in terms of 

colour and texture against the red brown bog and peat. 

• Dominating prominence of the Derryveagh Mountains and in particular Mount Errigal 

and Muckish, within this LCA and the County. 

• Large Glacial valley at the ‘Poison Glen’. 

Settlements 

• Dunlewey: Dunlewey is a small linear settlement at the foot of Mount Errigal on the 

shores of Dunlewey Lough.  A relatively recent settlement, the first edition Ordinance 

Survey maps show ‘Dunlewey’ as a clachan to the east of the Lough before the 

bridge was constructed crossing the Loughs.  
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• Doochary: Doochary is a small Gaeltacht village on the crossing of the Gweebara 

River. There are several historic and 

protected structures located within the 

centre of the village, including a fort, an 

ice house, a holy well and a bridge which 

predates the village itself, the bridge is a 

prominent feature within the overall 

setting and the relationship between it and 

the bridge contribute positively to the 

quality of the village.  

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• This LCA is wholly within the Gaeltacht. 

• There are small clusters of Recorded Monuments within this LCA, within the north 

and North West on lower easily accessible lands; there is no record of any structures 

on the higher inhospitable mountainous bogland. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 3 RPS structures. 

• The ‘Derryveagh evictions’ a notorious chapter in the history of Donegal played out 

within this LCA.  Large areas of land in Glenveagh and Gartan were purchased by 

Captain John George Adair from 1857-1859, creating an estate of 28,000 acres.  

Shortly after, in April 1861 following a dispute with locals over fishing and grazing 

rights where the  local steward was murdered, 244 tenants were forcibly evicted from 

their homes by over 200 local police and magistrates and their homes razed to the 

ground.  Most of the evictees made their way to Australia whilst others went to 

family members or the workhouse in Letterkenny. 

• Glenveagh Castle was built in 1870 and Mr Adair died in 1885 leaving the castle and 

estate to his wife until her death in 1921.  The IRA briefly occupied the castle in 1922 

until it was taken over by the Irish Free State Army who used it as a garrison for 3 

years.  The estate remained in private ownership for 1929 until 1975 when the state 

purchased the lands at Glenveagh and the National Park created; the castle and 

gardens remained in private ownership until 1981 when they were presented to the 

Irish Nation by the then owner Mr McIlhenny.  

Access and Recreation  

• R251 cuts through the north of this LCA following the river along the valley floor past 

Dunlewey Lake and Lough Nacung Upper where it meets the N56. 

• R254 follows the river southwest towards Glenveagh then takes a right turn along 

the river valley towards Churchill. 

• Otherwise limited vehicular access into and within this LCA due to the difficult terrain. 

• The Old Donegal Railway line skirted around the edge of this LCA and a small section 

along the north at Lough Nacung.  

• The N56; the main route through to west cuts through the North West of this LCA. 

• There are a number of designated walks along mountain paths throughout this area. 
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Biodiversity 

 

• Ecological landscape of exceptional importance containing a plethora of national and 

internally designated sites including 26,090ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & SPA) and 

25,670ha of pNHA sites.  

• The Golden eagle was reintroduced into this area in 2001 and has established a 

habitat and thriving naturally in the wild. 

• Glenveagh estate was planted with imported species including Rhododendron from 

the slopes of the Himalayas, this ‘invasive species’ dominates over the indigenous 

natural plant communities and the National Park has worked to control their spread.   

 

Forces for change 

• One off residential development. 

• Historic and tourism development 

• Renewable 

• Consolidation of existing settlements. 

• Infrastructural works. 

 

 

 


